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ENGLISH CORE (301)
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
1. This paper is divided into three sections : A, B and C.

                All sections are compulsory.
2. Separate instructions are given with each section and each question, wherever
    necessary. Read these instructions very carefully and follow them faithfully.
3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering questions.
4. Write down the serial number of the question before attempting it.

SECTION A - READING
1. Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.

The therapeutic value and healing powers of plants were demonstrated to me when I was
a boy of about ten. I had developed an acute persistent abdominal pain that did not respond
readily to hospital medication. My mother had taken me to the city’s Central hospital on several
occasions, where different drugs were tried on me. In total desperation, she took me to Egya
Mensa, a well known herbalist in my home town in the western province of Ghana. This man was
no stranger to the medical doctors at the hospital. He had earned the reputation of offering
excellent help when they were confronted with difficult cases where Western medicine had failed
to effect a cure.

After a brief interview, not very different from what goes on daily in the consulting offices
of many general medical practitioners in the United States; he left us waiting in his consulting room
while he went out to the field. He returned with several leaves and the bark of a tree and one of
his attendants immediately prepared a decoction. I was given a glass of this preparation; it tasted
extremely bitter, but within an hour or so, I began to feel relieved. The rest of the decoction was
put in two large bottles so that I could take doses periodically. Within about three days, the
frequent abdominal pains stopped and I recall gaining appetite. I have appreciated the healing
powers of medicinal plants ever since.

My experience may sound unusual to those who come from urban areas to the developed
world, but for those in the less affluent nations, such experiences are a common occurrence. In
fact, demographic studies by various national governments and inter-governmental organizations
such as the World Health Organization (WHO) indicate that for 75 to 90% of the rural populations
of the world, the herbalist is the only person who handles their medical problems.

In African culture, traditional medical practitioners are always considered to be influential
spiritual leaders as well, using magic and religion along with medicines. Illness is handled with the
individual’s hidden spiritual powers and with application of plants that have been found especially
to contain healing powers.

Over the years, I have come to distinguish three types of medical practitioners in African
societies and to classify the extent to which each uses medicinal plants. The first is the herbalist,
who generally enjoys the prestige and reputation of being the real traditional medical professional.
The second group represents the divine healers. They are fetish priests whose practice depends
upon their purported supernatural powers of diagnosis. Thirdly, the witch doctor, the practitioner
who is credited with ability to intercept the evil deeds of a witch.

All three kinds of practitioners have managed to keep the rural and urban populations in
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reasonable health. The practitioners have done well by relying almost exclusively on herbs for
actual treatment, while serving as the people’s spiritual leaders and psychologists.

From a drug store in New Delhi, I picked up some well packaged bark and roots of
Rauwolfia Serpentina, a plant that was very well known in ancient Asiatic medicine. The store
keeper said that it cures hypertension. This plant has the power to lower the blood pressure and
pulse rates. It is used to calm down mad people because the alkaloids in the plant have a specific
influence on the mind. I later learnt that the store keeper had medical degree from one of the
Indian Universities, but chose to administer herbal medicine because he felt his people were
better off with local medicines than with expensive imported, synthetic drugs that had no
traditional, social or psychological meaning.

In the Himalayan Kingdom of Nepal, at the Royal Drug Research Laboratory, an
impressive programme of medical plant research is being conducted.

The People’s Republic of China is perhaps the leading country in systematically
amalgamating herbal medicine into natural health-care systems. On the outskirts of Beijing, for
example, there is an experimental plantation for the Institute of Materia Medica.

For health, social and economic reasons, it seems clear that developing countries should
begin an extensive programme aimed at an examination of the most important medicinal plants. In
most countries, the information on such plants is dispersed and un organized. Much of it is in the
heads of ageing herbalists, who represent a dying breed. The approaches of these traditional
healers should not be overlooked or described as simplistic.

1.1. Answer each of the questions below by choosing the most appropriate options.   5
a) The medical practioner who relieved the author of his abdominal pain was __________.

(i) a fetish priest (ii) a witch doctor
(iii) a traditional medical professional (iv) a store keeper in Delhi

b) The Royal Drug Research Laboratory is situated in __________.
(i) China (ii) Nepal (iii) New Delhi (iv) South Africa

c) Much of the information about medicinal plants is _________.
(i) unwanted (ii) unorganized (iii) untraditional (iv) undependable

d) The herbalist is a dying breed because__________.
(i) there are not many herbs left in our forests
(ii) the knowledge of the herbalists is very limited
(iii) most of the herbalists have imperfect knowledge
(iv) the knowledge of herbs remains confined to the heads of a few herbalists who have become
       very old.

e) Store keeper had a medical degree. Still he chose to administer herbal medicine because______.
(i) the medicines were expensive (ii) it was easily available
(iii) he felt his people were better off with local medicines (iv) people liked herbal medicines

1.2. Answer the following questions briefly.   6
a) Why did the author’s mother take him to Egya Mensa?
b) When did the author first come to know about the therapeutic value of plants?
c) What do the WHO demographic studies indicate?
d) What are the uses of Rauwolfia Serpentina according to the storekeeper of the drug store?
e) What should the developing countries aim for the betterment of the health of its citizens?
f) How has the People’s Republic of China contributed to the health care of its citizens?
1.3. Answer any three of the following questions in 25-30 words.   6
a) What did the well known herbalist Egya Mensa do?
b) What is the status of traditional medical practitioners in African culture?
c) How does the writer distinguish between the various types of medical practitioners in Africa?
d) What does the writer suggest to preserve this system of healing with plants? (Any two points)
1.4 Pick out the words from the passage which are similar in meaning to the following.   3
a) often repeated b) believed to have spiritual powers c) to combine or unite
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2. Read the passage and answer the questions given below.
Most people do not realize the impact of well planned lighting in a given space. Putting a

light fixture on every wall of every room will only create, simply put, a lit room. Yes, there is no
substitute for natural light but when the sun goes down, we all need a little help from some man-
made lighting devices. There are four key aspects to remember while creating a lighting plan:
Place the right ‘type of light’, with the ‘right intensity’ and ‘colour’, in the ‘right location’. The
overall look, mood and feel of the room depend on the kinds of light you use and their positioning.
Different techniques can change the feel of the space. While some spaces need bright clear light,
it could prove harmful for others. Did you know that indirect and low level lighting protects the
vulnerable eyes of premature children from blindness in the pediatric ward of hospitals. Lighting
is classified by its intended use as general, localized or task lighting, depending largely on the
distribution of the light emitted by the fixture. Task lighting is mainly functional and is used for
purposes such as reading. Accent lighting is mainly decorative, and intended to highlight pictures,
plants or other elements of interior design or landscaping. General lighting bridges the gap
between task and accent lighting and is intended for general illumination of an area. Indoors, this
would be a basic lamp on a table or floor or ceiling fixture. Angle of lighting is just as important
as its quality. It changes the total character of the object under display just like placing a torch
under the chin changes a pleasing face into a scary one. Day lighting can be defined as the act of
illuminating rooms naturally (i.e. anytime you are able to light a room with a window or a skylight
instead of flipping on a light switch). It’s that simple! Though the concept of day lighting is as old
as the window, recent advances in lighting research, window and glazing technology have opened
up new horizons for day lighting. To make the most of the natural light available in our home you
need to know how to use it. Enlarge windows by dropping sills and removing a section of the
wall below. Add a window on a flanking wall. Small skylights can be very helpful in bringing
natural light into a dark room. But be careful, during the summer, when you don’t want heat and
have the sun directly overhead, they let in an abundance of heat. In the winter, when the sun is at
a low angle, you get the least amount of sunlight. Today, there is a variety of high-performance
glazing which makes it possible to use more glass while minimizing heat loss, heat gain and glare.
If you’re building a house, remodeling or replacing windows, you can choose from a wide range
of options, selecting glazing best suited to a particular window. If you work from home, you’ll
need good task lighting as a well as natural light. Avoid putting your desk near the window, as
the light will be too intense. Try to bounce natural light off the ceiling. Hang mirrors, particularly
opposite windows. Take down unnecessary window dressings and replace with voile or muslin,
to diffuse light. Block out harsh sunlight with perforated roller blinds. Turn an inner door into a
glazed panel, or replace it with stained or clear glass. Trim trees or bushes that overshadow
windows. Use light - reflective surfaces and pale carpets and furnishings.

a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage, make notes on it using headings and sub-
headings. Use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary. Also supply an appropriate title.   5

b) Write a summary of the above in 80 words using the notes.   5

SECTION B - WRITING
3. You are The Manager, Info Com Network, C-3 Main shopping centre, Basant Vihar, NewDelhi.

Draft an advertisement offering office furniture for sale. Give details.   4
OR

You are the president, literary society of Sunshine International School. Draft an invitation to
author, Ms. Manjul Bajaj requesting her to conduct a workshop on creative writing in your
school.

4. Your school recently launched a GPRS system in the school buses which will enable the parents
to keep track of their children while they are travelling in the bus. The service, however, is not
smooth and is facing a lot of problems. As the Transport Incharge of DML Public School, Delhi,
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write a letter in about 120-150 words to the Manager, Forumloft, 21 Park Street, Delhi,
complaining about the same.   6

OR
Your school has opened a new activity wing for the kindergarten students for which you require
play equipment. Write a letter to the Manager, OK Toys, 21,  Daryaganj, Delhi,  in  about 120-
150 words  placing an order for educational toys and other play equipment. You are Neera /
Naresh, Manager, DML Public School, Delhi.

5. They may have stood the test of time but there is a growing demand for the need to protect the
country’s monuments. Write an article in about 150-200 words for your school magazine on
how we can conserve our built heritage.  You are Akshay/ Akshita of Graham Public School,
Indore. 10

OR
As part of an Entrepreneurship project the students of your school recently launched a product
called Oatlicious an energy drink. The students not only set up a company to produce the
product but also designed its advertising and marketing strategy. Write a report in about 150-
200 words for your school magazine giving details of the enterprise and its launch. You are
Akshay Akshita of Graham Public School, Indore.

6. ‘The internet cannot replace a class room teacher’. Write a debate in 150-200 words either for
or against the motion. 10

OR
You are the Head Boy / Head Girl of your school. Write down a speech in 150-200 words to
be delivered in the school assembly on ‘Cyber crime and safety measures’.

SECTION C - LITERATURE
7. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow.   4

“Perhaps the Earth can teach us
As when everything seems dead
And later proves to be alive
Now I will count upto twelve
And you keep quiet and I will go.”

a) Name the poem and poet.
b) What does the Earth teach us?
c) What does the poet mean to achieve by counting upto twelve?
d) What is the significance of ‘keeping quiet’?

OR
On sour cream walls, donations, Shakespeare’s head,
Cloudless at dawn, civilized dome riding all cities
Belled, flowery, Tyrolese valley. Open-handed map
Awarding the world its world.

a) What is the condition of the classroom wall?
b) What are the two things that show a civilized race?
c) What is the specialty of the Tyrolese valley?
d) Explain: ‘Awarding the world its world’
8. Answer any four of the following questions in 30-40 words each. 12
a) How did the Tiger King’s Diwan prove to be resourceful?
b) What did the gift of the rat trap signify?
c) Mention any two long term consequences of the drowning incident on Douglas.
d) What different images does the poet use to convey the idea of her mother’s old age?
e) “………but Sadao searching the spot of black in the twilighted sea that night had his reward.”

What was the reward?
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f) “We’ve all a great deal to reproach ourselves with” said M. Hamel. Refer to the context and
explain what he wanted to convey to his students.

9. Answer any one of the following in 120-150 words.   6
a) “Sophie’s dream world clashes with the world of her family and friends”. Bring out the stark

difference between the two worlds.
b) ‘Dialogue and not violence can resolve situations of conflict and injustice’. Prove the statement

with reference to the lesson Indigo.
c) ‘Dreams are often far removed from reality’. Discuss with reference to ‘Lost Spring’.
10. Answer any one of the following in 120-150 words.   6
a) Do you think Jack shared an affinity with Roger Skunk?
b) When does Mr. Lamb display signs of loneliness and disappointment? What are the ways in

which he tries to overcome these feelings?
c) How did the negligence of the prison officers prove to be a boon for Evans?
11. Answer any one of the following in 120-150 words.   6
a) Marvel is the only character in ‘The Invisible Man’ who interacts with Griffin and gains something.

Comment.
b) ‘Even though Mr. Griffin and Dr. Kemp were brilliant scientists, they were poles apart’. Comment.
12. Answer any one the following in 120-150 words.   6
a) What did Griffin do inside a big London store?
b) How did Griffin feel when he became completely invisible? Describe in brief his first experience

with invisibility.


